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Millage Request – November 8, 2022

What is the millage proposal request?
• On November 8, 2022, Grand Traverse and Leelanau County 

residents will vote on a ballot proposal to levy 0.4788 mill to 
continue BATA operations for bus service starting January 
2023 and lasting until December 2027.

• More info: www.bata.net/millage

Is the 0.4788 mill millage rate request a renewal or an 
increase?
• It is a renewal. This is a continuation of the current property 

millage at a lower tax rate than the previous voter approved 
2017 amount of 0.5 mills.

• NOTE: Average Michigan transit millage rate is .6 mill



Milestones Since Last Millage Request

• Launched Link On-Demand (a new Uber-
like service) allowing riders to request 
transportation in real-time within 30 
minutes or less. Link On-Demand 
continues to set record ridership 
milestones.

• Expanded BATA’s green bus fleet 
powered by clean domestic propane.

• Added Wi-Fi on buses and improved bus 
stops with more than 60+ enhancements 
to shelters, benches, and accessibility.



Milestones Since Last Millage Request

• Connected the region with the launch of the fare-free, high-frequency Bayline 
route.

• Secured federal and state funding for a new operations headquarters facility to 
ensure capacity for future growth.

• Reached record ridership with more than 591,000 rides in 2019, and more than 2 
million rides given since 2017.

• Planning for the future with the launch of BATA Next Wave. It will map out 
services and a vision for the next 5-10 years in conjunction with adapting to the 
changing needs of residents in Grand Traverse and Leelanau Counties.



What does BATA plan to provide if the millage is 
approved?
• Fund the ability to continue to deliver safe, high-

quality, efficient, and reliable transportation services 
in our region. 

• Provide essential transportation for seniors, 
students, and persons with disabilities linking people 
and communities to health, wellness, and education 
opportunities. 

• Connect people to jobs that support and grow our 
local economy including healthcare, the service 
industry, retail, manufacturing and more.



Transit Master Plan



Survey open now at    bata.net!

Click Here for Survey

https://bata-next-wave-nelsonnygaard.hub.arcgis.com/pages/survey




13,369 rides 
provided





TCFF Returns!



TCFF Yearly Ridership
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Polka Fest 
shuttle makes 
its return 
toward pre-
pandemic 
ridership!





Shopping Shuttle debuts… 

and climbs to more than              
6 riders per hour!



“There are a lot of bikes!”  Replied a driver at a 
recent staff meeting when the question was asked 
about the success of Bike-n-Ride this summer.



School is back and BATA is helping students and 
parents with Routes 10, 12, 13, 16, 31, Village Links, 
the Bayline, Link-on-Demand, and more!



Facility Update: 
Closure on 
LaFreniere 
Property in 
August 2022.



TC Housing received initial funding 
for its portion of the project..



New ITS Technology



New ITS Technology



Staffing

Driver Hiring Goals

To be where 
we want to be

18 
Drivers 
Hired

10 More 
Drivers 
Needed

Since June 2022



Staffing

Dispatcher Goals

To be where 
we want to be

Looking for 2 
Mechanics as 
well.

8 Currently 
on Staff

4 More 
Needed



Next 
Meeting?

OR

?




